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An Enduring Work of Truth 
 Dan Gallagher 

 
Every time I receive The Sower I am truly amazed at the quality and the content. In some ways that seems 

odd for me to write because every week I participate with the entire staff as we painstakingly dream, plan, and 

strategize over every issue. The reason it is so exciting for me is because, like you, I too have no idea what the 

final product will actually look like until after it is mailed out. I have great confidence based on the superb 

performance of our staff in the past that this issue will be beneficial in your spiritual walk. 

 

This year we are focusing on subjects that are fundamentally important to every Christian. This is why this 

issue is devoted to Walking by the Spirit, because it remains one of the most confusing and least understood 

topics in Christianity. So often I hear people using phrases that seem to suggest the holy spirit is an entity that 

comes and goes in meetings, and often implying the success of an event can be demonstrated if “the spirit’ was 

present. Then there are times when some speak about an “anointing,” as if to imply that sometimes we are 

anointed and sometimes, we are not. 

 

Understanding that every person receives the gift of holy spirit at the time of the New Birth provides the 

greatest benefit when we understand what to do with it. Knowing I have spiritual power is great, but accurately 

understanding how to use it is best. It is the holy spirit which enables me to be like Christ and do the works he 

said I could do. 

 

Just as every child learns to crawl before walking, so too every Christian should learn to walk by the spirit. I 

do not believe it is essential that a person understand the gift of holy spirit and its nine manifestations in order to 

walk in spiritual power, but it definitely will help eliminate doubts, confusion, and wrong teaching when we 

understand it accurately. How unfortunate it has been for some to think that they cannot hear from God, or that 

there are nine gifts and that they just do not have them. The truth concerning Walking by the Spirit goes a long 

way to increasing a person’s confidence, faith, and effectiveness in the spiritual battle. Is there any doubt why 

so much confusion and wrong teaching exists in this area? 

 

We have set the spiritual goal of building “an enduring work of truth” and it will take men and women who 

are spiritually maturing, walking in the fullness of the spirit in order to accomplish it. It is our prayer that this 

issue of The Sower helps you on your journey towards spiritual fulfillment and maturity in Christ. 

 

Blessings, 

                            Dan 
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ATTENTION 

Full Time Ministers of the Gospel 
by John A. Lynn 

 
This May/June issue of The Sower is focused upon the monumental event recorded in Acts 2 when, on the 

Jewish holiday of Pentecost, the Christian Church, the Body of Christ on earth, was born.
1
 None of the “about 

120” who first received the gift of holy spirit that morning, or the “about 3000” who believed Peter’s 

subsequent message and were born again shortly thereafter, understood the earth-shaking significance of that 

day. None realized that they were the first members of a theretofore undreamed of group of people unlike any 

who had ever lived. 

 

God’s Secret Plan 

It took about 35 years for the Lord to progressively reveal to Paul what we now read in his epistles to the 

Church, the fullness of the truth about this unique administration of the “Sacred Secret.” We now know that 

what actually happened on Pentecost was that God’s secret plan for Jesus Christ to diversify himself came into 

fruition. When Jesus walked the earth, carrying out his mission as the Messiah to Israel and Savior of mankind, 

he could be in only one place at a time. Peter later spoke about: 

 

Acts 10:38  

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing 

good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 

 

Wherever Jesus went, he exercised the power of God to prevail over Satan and destroy his works, but he 

could directly do nothing about what was going on anywhere else. The Sacred Secret that was hidden in God, 

which, had Satan known, he would not have crucified Jesus, was that Jesus would diversify himself into a 

worldwide body of people. Each would be anointed and equipped with holy spirit, as he was, and could 

therefore do the works he did. Satan would much rather be facing one Jesus than millions of Christians capable 

of being like him and doing what he did. 

 

The Day of Pentecost ushered in sweeping changes as to how God related to His people, and one of the 

biggest changes was in regard to the gift of holy spirit.
2
 Before Pentecost, God chose who would receive it, 

gave it conditionally and temporarily, and to only a few believers. As of Pentecost, everyone who chooses to 

confess Jesus as Lord and believe that God raised him from the dead (Rom. 10:9) receives the gift of holy spirit, 

the absolute guarantee of salvation.
3
 Each is thus equipped to “re-present” the Lord Jesus, the Head of the Body 

of which each of us is a vital part. As such, every Christian is a full time minister of the Good News of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Ephesians 4:7, 11 and 12  

(7) But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 

(11) It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be 

pastors and teachers, 
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(12) to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up. 

 

Yes, there are what we might call “leadership ministries” — apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and 

teachers, but they are not to be the only ones doing the work of the ministry (serving). Each member of the 

Body is to do his part, and each one can because, via the gift of holy spirit, each is directly connected to the 

Head. As per the following verse, you can utilize all nine manifestations (abilities) of that gift to walk in this 

dark world and be a shining light for the Lord.   

 

1 Corinthians 12:7  

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 

 

In the Old Testament, God instituted a priestly hierarchy among His people, Israel, and the leaders were 

easily recognizable by their special clothing and their titles. In the Body of Christ, however, there is no such 

“pecking order.” Each Christian has direct access to the throne of grace, as well as the right (and responsibility) 

to speak the Word to any other member of the Body. There is authority in the Church, but it is earned by loving 

service, is voluntarily acknowledged, and is always relative to the overall authority and lordship of Jesus Christ.   

 

The Christian Church is a body of believers, and Scripture equates its functioning with how the human body 

functions: 

 

Romans 12:4-8  

(4) Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same 

function, 

(5) so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 

(6) We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it 

in proportion to his faith. 

(7) If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 

(8) if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give 

generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 

 

What’s your gift? 

So what is your gift, your longsuit, your part? If you are not sure, the way to find out is to press into your 

personal relationship with the Lord Jesus, get involved in a part of his Body (a group of Christians) and take 

advantage of every opportunity to pray, teach, sing, write, give, cook, counsel, share your heart, or help 

someone in any godly way. See what comes naturally to you, what you like to do, what you are good at. Know 

that your Father and your Lord value you and have a personal curriculum of learning and growth for you. They 

are eager to energize you and help you present their heart to the world. 

 

1 Peter 4:10 and 11  

(10) Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s 

grace in its various forms. 
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(11) If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should 

do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To 

him be the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Romans 16 is a unique chapter in the Church Epistles, and if you’ve not read it lately, take a look at it and 

consider the fact that 35 of your fellow Christians are mentioned by name, along with quite a few others less 

specifically. Take time to think about what is said about various ones, for no doubt some of those descriptions 

could be said about you. Ponder the fact that each one of them was unique, like you, a man or woman plagued 

by a sin nature yet filled with the divine nature of Christ. They made choices to do what they could for the Lord. 

So can you.
4 

 

Whether or not you are ever paid as an employee of a ministry, you are a full time minister of the Good 

News of your Lord Jesus Christ, so go forth each day and serve the Bread of Life to those in your world. 

 

Notes: 

1. For further study visit TruthOrTradition.com/pentecost 

2. For further study on the changes that took place on the Day of Pentecost, visit TruthOrTradition.com/changes 

3. For further study on the permanence of our salvation, visit TruthOrTradition.com/permanent 

4. You are the only you God has - visit TruthOrTradition.com/you 
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The Vine 

An Enduring Work of Truth 
by Dan Gallagher 

 
I can still hear the voice of Peter Alcantara when he loudly said, “Synergy.” All eyes were riveted upon him 

as he spoke with passion, energy, and conviction. The event was a weeklong meeting that Ryan Maher, Mike 

Patten, and I were attending in February in the Philippines. There was a synergy present that we were all feeling 

as we came together to discuss the vision and strategies of Spirit & Truth Fellowship of Asia (STFA). Peter 

could not have said it better. 

 

My only previous trip to the Philippines was in May of 2002. At that time the nine elders (Peter Alcantara, 

James Bat-ao, James and Nene Butoy, Benjie Casido, Rey Delima, Leonidas Duazo, Willie Matub, and Rudy 

Odarve) were all ordained as ministers and installed as the Board of Elders of the STFA. Since John Lynn’s first 

visit to their country in 1991, these men and women had stood for truth against a tsunami of pressure and 

persecutions. Yet here they were, continuing steadfast in their convictions for the doctrinal truth and the 

subsequent freedom it brings. 

 

This day we were all faced with a new challenge. The issue no longer was one of right doctrine, as it was 

clear to all that they were solid in the fundamentals of the faith. No, now we needed to discern the Lord’s vision 

for their country and the part they were to play in spreading the truth. We discussed the past, the state of the 

ministry in the Philippines, and our direction. I rhetorically asked, “What are we trying to accomplish?” It was 

then that I recalled a phrase I kept hearing in my mind the night before: “an enduring work of truth.” 

 

We all stopped to consider it as I wrote it at the top of the whiteboard at the front of the room. Throughout 

the next few days we kept coming back to that phrase, examining it from many angles and perspectives. We 

agreed that the truth (doctrine) was not the issue, but rather what would it take for us to produce “an enduring 

work”? Too often missionaries have evangelized other countries only to have things fail because they have 

never made the work indigenous, and instead tried to control things from their home country through 

governance or finances. We all recognized the need to promote liberty and independence. For the rest of the 

week we explored many concepts such as team ministry, godly communication, conflict resolution, authority in 

the Body of Christ, spiritual gifts and calling, outreach, and governance. 

 

I believe that truly spiritual goals, when inspired by God or the Lord Jesus, require spiritual means to be 

accomplished. The only way we will be able to achieve our vision of an enduring work of truth in the 

Philippines, and the world, is by helping men and women maximize their full spiritual potential in Christ. This 

work will take sacrifice, and it will take walking by the spirit! 

 

Praise God, Peter was correct, there was a synergy in the room, and we all could feel the energy that comes 

from being united in the same vision. I am grieved to report that four days after the conclusion of our meeting 

Peter died, finally succumbing to the ravaging effects of liver cancer. My friend will be greatly missed, but he 

would be the first to insist that we continue to be steadfast in our vision of “an enduring work of truth.” 
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The Contender 

9 Manifestations of Holy Spirit 
by John W. Schoenheit 

 

 
What is a “manifestation” of holy spirit? 

1 Corinthians 12:7 (Author’s Translation) says, “Now to each one [each Christian] is given the 

manifestation of the spirit for the common good.” A “manifestation” is something made visible, apparent, or 

evident in the senses world. Therefore, a manifestation of the spirit is something that is brought into the senses 

world via the gift of holy spirit. 

 

The only way to have a “manifestation” of holy spirit is to have holy spirit itself, and one receives God’s 

gift of holy spirit the moment he is born again. This means that today, in the Grace Administration, the 

manifestations of holy spirit are available only to Christians, not to unsaved people, who do not have God’s gift 

of holy spirit. We must understand this because sometimes manifestations such as a message of knowledge or a 

message of wisdom are treated as if they simply referred to great knowledge or vast wisdom. Knowledge and 

wisdom learned via one’s five senses are not manifestations of holy spirit. Many unbelievers have much 

knowledge or wisdom, but that is not a “manifestation” of holy spirit because they do not have holy spirit. 

 

Many Christians erroneously refer to the manifestations of holy spirit as “gifts of the spirit.” A 

“manifestation” is when something appears in the senses world or is readily perceived by the senses, while a 

“gift” is something that is given from one person to another. A good way to understand the difference between a 

gift and a manifestation is to think of a light bulb. If someone gives you a light bulb, it is the gift, and when it is 

turned on, the light and heat are its manifestations. If you have the light bulb, you automatically have its 

manifestations of light and heat when you turn it on. 

 

Likewise, God gives us his gift of holy spirit. The manifestations come from the gift; they are not gifts in 

and of themselves. So, for example, the reason God can say, “I would like every one of you to speak in 

tongues…” (1 Cor. 14:5a) is that speaking in tongues is a manifestation, not a gift. Every Christian has the gift 

of holy spirit born and sealed inside him, so each has the ability to speak in tongues, as well as evidence the 

other manifestations. 

 

 

 

 

To Read all 9 Manifestations online, visit TruthOrTradition.com/9 
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What is the Manifestation of Faith? 

 
The manifestation of faith is your having the confidence or trust that what God or the Lord Jesus Christ has 

revealed to you by a message of knowledge or a message of wisdom will come to pass at your command. 

 

Before we can understand the “manifestation of faith” (1 Cor. 12:9), we must understand what “regular” 

faith is. “Faith” is the translation of the Greek noun pistis, which means “trust,” “confidence,” or “assurance.”
1
 

Our English word “trust” captures the sense very well. Sadly, most Christians do not know what “faith” is 

because the modern definition differs from the biblical definition. The modern definition of “faith,” and the 

definition most Christians have in their mind, is a “firm belief in something for which there is no proof” 

(Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary). It is vital to understand that “belief in something for which there is 

no proof” is actually superstition, and that is far from the biblical definition of “faith.” 

 

The Biblical Definition of Faith 

The biblical definition of faith is “trust,” and we trust things only after they have been proven to us. God 

does not ask us to believe Him without some kind of reason or proof. He has left many evidences that He exists 

and that His Word is true.
2
 When God asks us to have faith, He is not asking us to believe something without 

proof. 

 

All of us have “faith” (trust) in a large number of things. In fact, life would be impossible without trust. A 

person would not even sit down if he did not trust the chair would hold him. God asks us to trust that Jesus has 

been raised from the dead because the Bible, history, and evidences such as speaking in tongues, give plenty of 

evidence for it. The reason it is impossible to please God without faith (Heb. 11:6), is that after all God does for 

us day after day, and has done for mankind throughout history, if we still do not trust Him—well you can see 

that He would be displeased. Frankly, if any of us did many wonderful things for someone else, and that person 

“returned the favor” by being distrustful of us, we would be displeased too. Once we understand that “faith” is 

“trust,” we are in a position to understand the “manifestation of faith,” which we might also call, “the 

manifestation of trust.” In contrast to ordinary faith, the manifestation of holy spirit referred to as “faith” is the 

trust that is necessary to accomplish the special tasks that God, by revelation, asks us to do. Contrasting “faith” 

with the “manifestation of faith” should help to clarify what that means. If I own a chair I have sat in many 

times, I have built up trust that it will hold me. I have faith in the chair. 

 

But what about doing a healing or miracle? I know I cannot do it in my flesh. Therefore, the only way I can 

heal or do a miracle is to trust in the revelation that I have received from God (via a message of knowledge, 

wisdom, or discerning of spirits), and to trust that when I command the healing or miracle to come to pass, it 

will. That “supernatural” trust, which is based on revelation and is brought to pass via the power manifestations 

of healing, miracles, etc, is “the manifestation of faith.” A common pattern involving the manifestation of faith 

is: God (or the Lord Jesus) gives a revelation, the person trusts the revelation (“the manifestation of faith”) and 

acts on it, and then God supplies the power to bring the revelation to pass. 
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Biblical Examples 

Moses brought water out of a rock by the manifestation of faith (Exod. 17:5 and 6). He could not do so by 

his own power, but God told him that if he struck the rock, water would come out. Moses trusted what God said 

(the manifestation of faith), acted on it, and by the manifestation of miracles brought water out of the rock. 

Gideon defeated the Midianites by the manifestation of faith (Judg. 6:16), Elijah multiplied the oil and flour by 

the manifestation of faith (1 Kings 17:14-16), and the other great miracles of the Bible were done by the 

manifestation of faith. 

 

When it comes to miracles and gifts of healings, we need the manifestation of faith because we cannot heal 

the sick or do miracles by our human power. God must give us a message of knowledge and a message of 

wisdom, letting us know that it is His will for us to heal someone or do a miracle, and then we must have the 

faith to do it. As Christians, we should live our lives in such a way that our faith in God grows and continues to 

grow, so that we are well able to manifest His power and bless and deliver people. 

 

Notes: 

1. For more on what biblical faith really is, see our book, Don’t Blame God! (pg 3 of the enclosed price list), Chapter 10, 

“Keep the Faith.” Also, visit TruthOrTradition.com/faith 

2. For a short summary of some of these, see our book, The Bible: You Can Believe It (pg 3 of the enclosed price list). Also, visit 

TruthOrTradition.com/trust 

 

 

 

 

 

For further study on “faith” visit: TruthOrTradition.com/faith 
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What is Speaking in Tongues? 

 
Speaking in tongues is speaking a language of men or angels that you do not understand, which is given to you 

by the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Speaking in tongues is one of the great blessings that God has given to the Christian Church, and He desires 

that every Christian use this ability and speak in tongues.  

 

1 Corinthians 14:5a  

I would like every one of you to speak in tongues… 

 

God says He wants each Christian to speak in tongues. Some versions use the word “wish,” and say 

something like, “Now I wish that you all spoke in tongues…” (NASB),
1
 but that is not how the Greek should be 

translated. God does not “wish” we spoke in tongues, as if we could not do it. He gave each Christian the ability 

to speak in tongues when, via the Lord Jesus (Acts 2:33), He gave the gift of holy spirit to each believer at the 

moment he made Jesus his Lord (Eph. 1:13 and 14). Now God wants us to use what He gave us by speaking in 

tongues. The Greek word thelo should be translated “want” in 1 Corinthians 14:5, just as it rightly is in 1 

Corinthians 12:1, when God says He does not “want” us to be ignorant, or in 1 Corinthians 10:20 when He says 

He does not “want” us to participate with demons. God wants us to speak in tongues. 

 

What it is & what it’s not 

Speaking in tongues is a God-given language that is either a language of men or angels (1 Cor. 13:1). It is a 

genuine language, not gibberish or babble. Some people’s tongue seems strange to our ears, but so do many 

earthly languages. When a person speaks in tongues, he does not know the language he is speaking. The Bible 

says that the spirit is praying (i.e., the prayer is coming via the spirit), but the “mind is unfruitful,” meaning the 

mind does not understand (1 Cor. 14:14). When we speak in tongues, we are speaking to God, not to men (1 

Cor. 14:2). Tongues is a prayer or praise language spoken to God by the believer. 

  

Why should I? 

Why should every Christian speak in tongues? First, God says to, which should be reason enough. Another 

reason is that speaking in tongues is indisputable proof that a person is born again and guaranteed everlasting 

life. A person can speak in tongues only if he has the gift of holy spirit, and that gift is given when one is born 

again. When that God-given language comes from your mouth, you know you have the guarantee of everlasting 

life.  

 

Speaking in tongues is speaking the wonders of God (Acts 2:11). On the Day of Pentecost, the audience 

could understand what the Apostles were speaking in tongues, which was an unusual miracle and something 

that generally does not occur (1 Cor. 14:2). Those listening to the Apostles speak said they were speaking the 

wonders of God (Acts 2:11). 
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Speaking in tongues is praise to God (Acts 10:46; 1 Cor. 14:16 and 17). It is giving thanks well to our 

Heavenly Father (1 Cor. 14:17). It is edifying to the one speaking (1 Cor 14:4; Jude 20). It is prayer in the spirit 

(1 Cor. 14:14 and 15). Sometimes Christians call fervent or emotional prayer “prayer in the spirit,” but in the 

Bible that phrase refers only to speaking in tongues. 

 

You are in control 

Speaking in tongues is under the speaker’s control. That is why some Christians speak in tongues and others 

do not. It does not automatically happen when one becomes a Christian, which is why so many wonderful 

Christians do not speak in tongues—many have never been instructed as to what the Word says about it, and 

many have never tried. The fact that speaking in tongues is under our control also explains why there are verses 

in 1 Corinthians 14 about to how to do it correctly. Tongues can be misused and operated incorrectly. A 

Christian speaking in tongues can start and stop when he wants to. He can speak loudly, softly or completely 

quietly, he can sing or shout in tongues.  

 

No Fear 

There are Christians who do not speak in tongues due to a fear about it, but we should never allow fear to 

keep us from doing the will of God. All of us have some fear, but obedient Christians meet their fear head on 

and break through into victory. Some people are afraid of getting a counterfeit, not real “tongues,” but when a 

person asks God for holy spirit power, he gets the genuine article (Luke 11:9-13). Others are afraid to try to 

speak in tongues because they think they are not good enough to do so, but no verse even hints that someone 

has to be “good” to speak in tongues.  

 

Remember, speaking in tongues is prayer in the spirit. No one says to himself, “I am not good enough to 

pray.” Even the worst criminals call out to God in prayer, and they should. Similarly, God would never keep 

someone from praying in the spirit because he was “not good enough.” If a person is a Christian, he has the gift 

of holy spirit and can manifest it via speaking in tongues. 

 

Speaking in tongues is a way of trusting God and making Jesus Lord in a very tangible sense. Think about 

it: God asks us to speak a language we do not know. That means we must move our mouth and begin to speak, 

even if we have nothing to say. That takes trust! That takes making Christ Lord! When we trust God and start to 

speak, we find that God is trustworthy, because as we begin to speak, words form on our lips. Syllable by 

syllable, word after word, we begin to speak in tongues. We are praising God in the spirit, praying in the spirit, 

speaking of God’s wonderful works and magnifying Him. 

 

Some Christians do not speak in tongues even though they know it is God’s will and want to do so, because 

they expect God to speak through them, i.e., take over their mouths and make them speak. He will not do it. The 

Bible says that the Christian does the speaking. Thus, a believer should never wait for God to move his mouth 

and speak through him. Instead, he should use the mechanics of speech with faith that the Lord will give him 

the words to say as he is speaking. 

 

How much should we speak in tongues? As much as possible. After all, it is prayer in the spirit, and the 

Bible tells us to “pray continually” (1 Thess. 5:17). The Apostle Paul prayed much in tongues. He wrote: “I 
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thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you” (1 Cor. 14:18). We should follow the example of Paul 

and speak in tongues much in our daily lives. 

 

Scripture is Clear 

Scripture is clear that God wants us to speak in tongues. There is nothing to fear, and every reason to want 

to obey God and receive the blessings and benefits of this unique manifestation of the spirit. The Lord is with 

you. Go for it! And know that as you are speaking in tongues, you are praising your wonderful heavenly Father 

and touching His heart with your love for Him. 
 

Note: 

1. Scripture quotations marked (NASB) are taken from the New American Standard Bible®, © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 

1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, by The Lockman Foundation Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

For further study on “speaking in tongues” visit TruthOrTradition.com/tongues 
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What is Interpretation of Tongues? 

 
Interpretation of tongues is giving the sum and substance, in your own language, of what you have just spoken 

in tongues. 

 

One of the most important things to understand about the interpretation of tongues is that the interpretation 

comes from the Lord, not from one’s mind. No one understands what he is saying in a tongue, so no one can 

“translate” what he just spoke in tongues. The manifestation of interpretation of tongues works just like the 

manifestation of speaking in tongues or prophecy in that the words come, often word by word as they are being 

spoken, from the Lord Jesus Christ to the individual via the gift of holy spirit within him. 

 

You speak, you translate 

When a person speaks in tongues out loud in a believer’s meeting, he should interpret so that the people will 

understand him and be edified. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:5 

I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather have you prophesy. He who 

prophesies is greater than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may be 

edified. 

 

The interpretation of tongues is to be done by the one who spoke in tongues, just as 1 Corinthians 14:5 and 

13 say. Verse 13 is just as clear, and says, “…anyone who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may interpret 

what he says.” There is some confusion in Christianity about this, which is in part caused by verse 27, which is 

unclear because it uses the more generic “one” or “someone.” However, as in all the Word of God, unclear 

verses must be understood and interpreted in light of the clear verses. In this case, verses 5 and 13 are crystal 

clear: the one speaking in tongues must be the one to interpret. 

 

Nevertheless, in some churches one person speaks in tongues and another supposedly gives the 

interpretation. If that were the way tongues and interpretation were properly operated, then it would take 

revelation (a message of knowledge), or at least collaboration, before anyone could speak in tongues in the 

church. After all, God directs us to not speak in tongues in the church unless there is an interpretation (1 Cor. 

14:6-13, 27 and 28), and the only way that one who spoke in tongues could be absolutely sure that someone else 

would interpret would be to know it by revelation from the lord, or speak to the person about it beforehand. 

Done properly, the person who speaks in a tongue in the church will then immediately give the interpretation. 

That gives great flexibility and spontaneity to any church service, because anyone moved to bring forth an 

edifying message via tongues and interpretation can do so. 

 

To God, not men 

Speaking in tongues is specifically said to be to God, not to men (1 Cor. 14:2). It is praise and prayer to 

God, so the interpretation will also be praise and prayer to God. This is the big difference between prophecy and 

the interpretation of tongues. Prophecy is a message to the people (1 Cor. 14:3), while interpretation of tongues 
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is to God (or the Lord Jesus Christ), but is heard by the congregation, who are edified by it. In that sense, an 

interpretation might be compared to many of the Psalms, which, though addressed to God, are a great blessing 

to listen to when they are read out loud. 

 

Both the interpretation of tongues and prophecy edify the Church. This has caused some people to teach that 

an interpretation will be spoken “to” the people just as prophecy is to the people. This is not true. The Greek 

word translated “edified” is oikodome, from oikos, “house,” and demo, “to build.” It is a well-known word in 

the Greek literature, and is usually translated simply “build” or “build up.” It was used both literally, when a 

house or structure was being built, and more metaphorically, when a person or group was being edified, or 

“built up” in some way, just as we see in Corinthians. To teach that interpretation has to sound just like 

prophecy (i.e., “to the people”) because they both edify the people misses the point of the word “edified,” and 

the rest of what Acts and the Epistles teach us about speaking in tongues. 

 

Just as there were many different ways to build (“edify”) a building, but it was all “building,” there are 

many ways to “build” the Church. One of those ways is prophecy, when people hear words from God spoken to 

them, and another way is when they hear positive and uplifting words about God spoken as an interpretation. 

There are many other ways the Church is “built up,” too, such as hearing wonderful prayer and singing in the 

congregation. 

 

The manifestation of interpretation of tongues exalts, honors, magnifies, and praises God, who is certainly 

deserving of our praise and thanksgiving. Thus, we should have the manifestation of interpretation of tongues 

when we get together in our Christian meetings (1 Cor. 14:27). Just as speaking in tongues allows us to properly 

praise God in our personal lives, the interpretation of tongues allows us to properly praise Him in our public 

meetings. 

 

 

 

 

For further study on the “interpretation of tongues” visit TruthOrTradition.com/interpretation 
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What is a Message of Knowledge? 

 
 

A message of knowledge is God or the Lord Jesus Christ providing to you information, insight, and 

understanding about something. 

 

A message of knowledge is a manifestation of the gift of holy spirit (1 Cor. 12:7 and 8), so it is God or the 

Lord Jesus giving knowledge to us via the gift of holy spirit. We refer to “a message of knowledge” as a 

“revelation manifestation,” because God or the Lord Jesus Christ reveals the knowledge, or information, to us. 

The manifestation is a “message” of knowledge. The Greek word logos, often translated “word,” does not refer 

to a “ vocabulary word,” but rather to a “word” in the sense of a concept or idea. Thus, the entire Bible is 

referred to as “the Word,” i.e., the message from God. The translation “message” accurately communicates 

what the Lord gives by revelation: a message. 

 

Revelation & its many forms 

Although most people would understand the phrase, “a word of knowledge,” it could be misleading if one 

thought it meant revelation came in “words.” In our experience, the majority of the revelation most Christians 

receive is not by “words,” but much more often by an impression or picture. The message of knowledge that 

God gives us may come in many different ways. It may seem so clear that you think it is in the senses world, 

but it is God communicating through holy spirit to your mind. For example, you may “hear” a voice that is so 

clear you think others heard it too, but it is coming to your mind via holy spirit. Or you may see a picture or 

vision so real you think others can see it, but it is in your mind via holy spirit. Revelation can come to us via 

holy spirit as a voice, a picture or vision, a physical sensation, a smell, a taste, a firm realization, an inner 

knowing, or a strong emotion. 

 

A trip to a theological library will quickly reveal that there is much speculation and ignorance among 

Christians as to what “a message of knowledge” is. The Living Bible,
1
 for example, calls “a message of 

wisdom,” “…the ability to give wise advice….” But many people, saved and unsaved, give wise advice, so that 

is not a manifestation of holy spirit. Sometimes people point out that God “speaks” via other people’s advice, or 

nature, etc., and God can “speak” to us that way, but that kind of communication from God is not a 

manifestation of holy spirit. A message of knowledge is the Lord giving information to the believer, not the 

believer giving it to others. 

 

“A message of knowledge” is not explained in 1 Corinthians because they did not need an explanation. They 

knew about them from the Old Testament, the example of the apostles, prophets, and others who walked in 

great power, and from their own personal experience (“everyone has…a revelation, a tongue, an 

interpretation...” 1 Cor. 14:26). However, in the centuries after Christ many false doctrines entered Christianity, 

fulfilling Paul’s prophecy that people would not put up with sound doctrine but be turned to myths (2 Tim. 4:3-

5), and Peter’s prophecy that false teachers would bring destructive heresies into the Church (2 Pet. 2:1). 

 



 18

In the case of God’s gift of holy spirit and the power a believer could manifest, the gift of holy spirit was 

turned into “the Holy Spirit,” the “Third Person of the Trinity,” and the true meaning of verses that referred to 

holy spirit was lost. When we recover the truth that God placed His gift of holy spirit “upon” people before the 

Day of Pentecost, that it is born in people after Pentecost, and that the invisible gift of holy spirit is the primary 

way God communicates to His people, we can clearly see “a message of knowledge” and the other 

manifestations throughout the Bible, and how they operate in the life of a Christian. 

 

Old Testament examples 

In the Old Testament the spirit could be upon a person for a short time, or for a long time, as it was with 

Moses, Joshua, or John the Baptist. Moses had holy spirit on him, and God spoke to him via that spirit. When he 

needed help leading the Israelites, God’s solution was to put holy spirit on 70 men who could then help with the 

work (Num. 11:16-29) because they too could then hear directly from God. Many of Israel’s leaders are 

specifically said to have had holy spirit on them: Joshua (Num. 27:18); Othniel (Judg. 3:10); Gideon (Judg. 

6:34); David (1 Sam. 16:13); Elijah and Elisha (2 Kings 2:15), and many more. 

 

“A message of knowledge” is simply knowledge, information, not what to do with the information, which is 

“a message of wisdom.” Many times God gives both a message of knowledge and a message of wisdom, 

although sometimes He gives only one. If He gives only knowledge, it is because what to do is apparent. If He 

gives only wisdom, the “why” was not necessary. 

 

There are hundreds of examples of “a message of knowledge” in Scripture. God gave much information to 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, and others. In Genesis 17:6 God told Abraham He would make him very 

fruitful and that nations and kings would be his descendants. This is pure information, a message of knowledge. 

There was nothing for Abraham to do but know it. God told Joseph that the seven ears of grain and seven cows 

in Pharaoh’s dream were seven years (Gen. 41:25-32), and later gave Joseph a message of wisdom so he would 

know how to prepare for the upcoming famine. God told Moses that when he went to Pharaoh, he would not 

listen even if there were many signs and wonders (Exod. 7:3 and 4). This was information so that Moses would 

not get his hopes up. God told Joshua that the reproach of Egypt had been removed from Israel (Josh. 5:9) so 

that Joshua would know that nothing else was needed to get back into God’s favor. God told Samuel what was 

going to happen to Eli the priest (1 Sam. 3:11-14). There was nothing for Samuel to do, he was just given the 

information so he would be aware of what was coming. 

 

There is nothing more exciting than hearing from God or the Lord Jesus, and they will speak to us and guide 

us through life. Although at times God gives a message of knowledge or wisdom in such a clear and powerful 

way that it cannot be missed, usually revelation comes as a “gentle whisper” or “a still small voice” (1 Kings 

19:12; NIV, KJV), meaning that it can easily be drowned out amidst the “noise” in our minds. God directs us to 

“Be still, and know that I am God…” (Ps. 46:10a), so let us quiet the noise in our minds, ask God to speak with 

us, and then listen intently for His voice. 

 

Note: 

1. The Living Bible © 1971 by Tyndale House Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois 60187. All rights reserved. 

 

To send this article to a friend, visit TruthOrTradition.com/knowledge2 
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What is a Message of Wisdom? 

 

A message of wisdom is God or the Lord Jesus Christ providing to you direction, or how to apply the 

knowledge you have about something. 

 

A message of wisdom (1 Cor. 12:8) is a manifestation of the gift of holy spirit. In contrast to knowledge, 

“wisdom” is guidance or direction about what to do in any given situation.  Webster’s 1828 Dictionary captures 

the essence of wisdom: “the right use or exercise of knowledge.”
1
 As a manifestation of the gift of holy spirit, a 

message of wisdom is God or the Lord Jesus Christ giving a Christian “wisdom,” direction as to what to do, via 

the gift of holy spirit that is sealed inside him. 

 

Examples from the Bible 

The Bible has many examples of God giving people direction by revelation. Most of the time, “a message of 

wisdom” is given along with “a message of knowledge.” God will tell you something (knowledge), and then tell 

you what to do (wisdom). Or He will tell you what to do (wisdom), and then tell you why (knowledge). If God 

gives a message of wisdom without a message of knowledge, it is usually because the “why” is soon apparent. 

For example, someone driving toward an intersection where he has the right of way gets a revelation to stop (a 

message of wisdom; what to do in the situation), and does. A car coming the other way ignores the stop sign 

and speeds through the intersection. In that case, God did not have to give a message of knowledge about why 

to stop; that information came through the five senses. 

 

If God tells a person what to do through a prophet, another Christian, a sign of some sort, or a phenomenon 

such as an angel or a talking donkey (Num. 22:28), the message may be revelation, but it is not a “manifestation 

of holy spirit.” In order to be a “manifestation of the spirit,” the message must come directly to the person via 

the gift of holy spirit. The Bible is full of examples of God giving a message of wisdom, for example: He told 

Noah to build an ark, Abraham to leave Mesopotamia and go to a new land, Moses to build the Tent of Meeting, 

and Joshua how to cross the Jordan River. 

 

The most common thing we see in Scripture, however, is that God gives messages that are a blend of 

knowledge (information) and wisdom (guidance, direction), just like we do when we speak to one another. Note 

the examples below: 

 

Exodus 7:14 and 15 

(14) Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is unyielding; he refuses to let the people go 

[Information: a message of knowledge]. 

(15) Go to Pharaoh in the morning as he goes out to the water. Wait on the bank of the Nile to meet him, 

and take in your hand the staff that was changed into a snake [Direction: a message of wisdom]. 

 

1 Samuel 16:7 

But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height [Direction: a message of 

wisdom], for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the 

outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart” [Information: a message of knowledge]. 
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Acts 10:19 and 20 

(19) While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon, three men are 

looking for you [Information: a message of knowledge]. 

(20) So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them [Direction: a message of wisdom], for 

I have sent them [Information].” 

 

Ask for wisdom 

God and the Lord Jesus want to communicate with us, and will regularly do so if we are willing to listen for 

their voice and obey their direction. Remember that God admonishes us to ask for wisdom. “If any of you lacks 

wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him” 

(James 1:5). 

 

Note: 

1. Noah Webster, American Dictionary of the English Language, (Foundation for American Christian Education, San 

Francisco, CA, 1828, reprinted 1967), “wisdom.” 

 
 

 

 
 

 

To send this article to a friend, visit TruthOrTradition.com/wisdom 
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What is the Manifestation of Prophecy? 

 

Prophecy is speaking, writing, or otherwise communicating a message from God to a person or persons. 

 

The manifestation of prophecy occurs when God or the Lord Jesus gives a Christian a message of 

knowledge or a message of wisdom via the holy spirit born inside him, which he is to relate to another person or 

persons, and he then gives that message. The revelation message that is spoken forth as prophecy can come to 

the one giving it in several ways. It can come in the moment, almost word-by-word to, and then from, the 

speaker, or the entire message can come from God to the speaker before he speaks any of it, or the prophecy can 

be a combination of those two ways, some being given by revelation before it is spoken, and some coming by 

revelation as the person is prophesying. 

 

Old Testament prophecy 

The Old Testament shows that prophecy is a manifestation of holy spirit because many believers who had 

holy spirit are very often recorded as prophesying, or prophesying as the spirit came upon them. Thus it is no 

wonder that today, in the Administration of Grace when every Christian has the gift of holy spirit, there are 

records of “everybody” in the church prophesying (1 Cor. 14:24).  

 

The manifestation of prophecy is to strengthen, encourage, and comfort people (1 Cor. 14:3). It can reveal 

the secrets of people’s hearts, bringing them closer to God (1 Cor. 14:24 and 25). Bringing God’s messages to 

His people is not only a tremendous privilege, it is essential for the wellbeing of the Church. Many Christians 

do not prophesy, but not because they do not have the spiritual ability, for the presence of holy spirit inside a 

Christian gives him that ability. If a Christian does not prophesy, either he has not been sufficiently instructed 

on how to do so or he does not have the faith to act upon what he knows, or he does not want to prophesy, 

perhaps because he sees no value in it, or because he does not want to give an inaccurate prophecy. 

 

False prophecies 

There have always been false prophets and false prophecies. That was true of Israel in the Old Testament 

(Jer. 14:14), when Jesus lived (Matt. 7:15), and in the Church today (1 John 4:1). We should not be afraid of 

false prophets or false prophecy, or stop prophesying just because they exist. After all, Jesus did not say to his 

disciples, “Do not prophesy, because there are false prophets around.” Like Jesus, we should learn to recognize 

false prophecies and false prophets (“By their fruit you will recognize them…” [Matt. 7:16]).  

 

Not just about the future 

Prophecies are not just about the future. A biblical study of prophecy shows that it can be about the past, 

present, or future—whatever it takes to strengthen and encourage the people. Furthermore, prophecy can be to a 

group of people or to an individual.
1
 Scripture clearly shows how valuable prophecy was in the spiritual 

wholeness of God’s people. Christians need to hear from God, not just by revelation, but by the manifestation of 

prophecy. The strength, encouragement, and comfort that comes through prophecy is important to the Church, 

which is why God says Christians should be eager to prophesy (1 Cor. 14:39).
2 
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Notes: 

1. For many examples of both, see our book, Prophecy: Understanding & Utilizing the Manifestation of Prophecy (pg 3 of 

the enclosed price list), Appendix E, “Examples of Prophecy in the Bible.” To read key sections of this book online, visit 

TruthOrTradition.com/prophecybook  

2. For more on prophecy, including what it is, how it comes to the Christian via holy spirit, that each Christian should want to 

prophesy, and the difference between the manifestation of prophecy and the ministry of a prophet, see our book, Prophecy: 

Understanding & Utilizing the Manifestation of Prophecy (pg 3 of the enclosed price list). To read key sections of this book 

online, visit TruthOrTradition.com/prophecybook 

 

 
 

 

 
 

For further study on “prophecy” visit TruthOrTradition.com/prophecy 
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Partner Profile 

Gary & Donnell Nicks 
 

Thanks for the opportunity to share why we are Spirit & Truth Partners. It is staggering to think of the many 

ways God has blessed our lives. One of the things we’re most grateful for is having an understanding of His 

incredible Word, for it is only through this understanding that we are able to make sense of this crazy world.  

 

When discussing the Bible with people from traditional religious Christian backgrounds, it’s amazing to us 

how they could believe what they believe in the face of biblical evidence that blatantly refutes their beliefs. For 

example, 1 John 5:19 is a scripture that clearly declares that the whole world is under the control of the evil one, 

but when discussing this scripture with others, we often hear things like: “Well, I still believe that God is in 

control.” With such error so prevalent, we should never take for granted what a privilege it is to fellowship with 

people who believe that truth does matter and that God’s Word IS truth. 

 

My wife, Donnell, and I have been with Spirit & Truth Fellowship from its inception. We have enjoyed the 

tapes and publications as a way of staying in touch and continuing to grow. It’s difficult for us to attend 

conferences regularly, but we’re praying for an increase in future opportunities. We’ve seen this ministry being 

led by men and women of integrity who make the tough decisions when needed, and at the same time, bare their 

hearts and souls regardless of the pain. Open and honest communication must start with those who go first, and 

our Lord Jesus is the greatest example of this. He spoke the truth even when others were offended by what he 

had to say. 

   

Donnell and I have been partners with this ministry since the late 1980s. We’ve been thoroughly blessed to 

watch it grow and continue to stand for truth, do biblical research, and teach others to do likewise. Through the 

years we’ve been associated with other ministries, but repeatedly discovered that truth was being compromised 

in order to uphold traditional religious beliefs. For this reason, we continue to put our finances where our hearts 

are, and we pray that those who are searching for truth will become involved in this ministry and be filled by the 

truth of God’s matchless Word.  

 

God bless you all, 

 

Gary and Donnell Nicks  

High Rolls Mountain Park, NM 
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What is the Manifestation of Discerning of Spirits? 

 

The manifestation of discerning of spirits is God or the Lord Jesus Christ revealing to you information about 

the presence or non-presence of spirits (including both holy spirit or demons), and sometimes including the 

identity of demons present, whether or not you may cast them out, and providing the power to do it. 

 

Discerning of spirits is a “manifestation” of the gift of holy spirit (1 Cor. 12:10 - KJV). Some people are by 

nature very perceptive and discerning, but that is not the “manifestation of discerning of spirits.” It is not a 

natural ability. The manifestation of discerning of spirits involves information and power that flows from God 

or the Lord Jesus to the believer via the gift of holy spirit in that believer. No matter how naturally perceptive a 

person is, he will not be able to accurately discern the presence of a demon, and will certainly not be able to cast 

it out. It takes the revelation and power of God to do that. 

 

There are many “spirits” in this world, including angels, evil spirits, and the gift of holy spirit within 

Christians. Via the manifestation of discerning of spirits, God or the Lord Jesus is able to inform the Christian if 

a person is saved, unsaved, or under the influence of a demon. Because of the spiritual battle that rages around 

all of us, the most common aspect of discerning of spirits is dealing with the demonic forces of this world. 

 

Entering into the battle 

Our Adversary, the Devil, walks about as a roaring lion, seeking people to devour (1 Pet. 5:8). God has not 

left us helpless, but has empowered us to deal with him. The manifestation of discerning of spirits is more than 

just recognizing them or distinguishing between them, even though “discerning” or “distinguishing” are the 

most common ways the Greek is translated. The manifestation of discerning of spirits involves more than just 

knowledge, it involves entering into battle against them and casting them out. The Greek word translated 

“discerning” (diakrisis) has several meanings. It can mean a “distinguishing” or “differentiation.” Also, it can 

mean to quarrel.
1
 One of the definitions in Liddel and Scott’s Greek lexicon is “decision by battle, quarrel, 

dispute.”
2
 In the context of dealing with demons, “discerning,” (diakrisis) is much more than just mentally 

discerning and knowing, it has overtones of quarreling or fighting, and involves our dealing with them via the 

power of God. 

 

The manifestation of discerning of spirits is interwoven with the other manifestations. For example, a 

believer manifesting discerning of spirits may be simultaneously aware of the presence of the demon, know 

what to do about the situation, and begin to command it to come out of the person. Receiving the information 

about the demon and knowing what to do is similar to, and interwoven with, a message of knowledge and a 

message of wisdom, while the casting out the demon can be in the category of working a miracle (Mark 9:38 

and 39), even as a healing can be a miracle (Acts 4:16). 

 

Equipped for the job 

Every Christian will encounter demons, whether he recognizes them or not. What a great blessing and 

comfort to know that God has equipped each of us to deal with any demon that comes against us. Ephesians 

6:12, which says we wrestle with demonic powers, is written to every Christian. Jesus was the first person to 

regularly and effectively use the power of God to recognize and cast out demons (Matt. 8:16, 9:33, 10:1, etc.), 
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and it is primarily from his example that we learn about discerning of spirits. He taught his disciples about the 

spiritual battle, and commanded them to cast out demons also (Matt. 10:8; Luke 10:17). 

 

Through the manifestation of discerning of spirits Peter accurately discerned that Satan filled the heart of 

Ananias (Acts 5:3), and Paul knew that Elymas was a child of the Devil (Acts 13:10). Via discerning of spirits 

Paul knew that the slave who was mocking them was not just a disgruntled pagan, but someone under the 

influence of a demon, and he also knew the proper time to cast it out, after having put up with her mocking 

“many days” (Acts 16:16-18). 

 

Not a “feeling” 

The manifestation of discerning of spirits is necessary if Christians are going to deal effectively with the 

spiritual realities of this fallen world. As with the manifestations of a message of knowledge and a message of 

wisdom, discerning of spirits is revelation from God, not “guesswork” or “a feeling.” It is wrong and harmful 

for any of us to say that someone has a demon unless we get actual revelation about it and the guidance to 

reveal it. Too many Christians mistake their own feelings for “revelation” from God. When it comes to the 

manifestations of holy spirit, we dare not be like the false prophets who thought their own deep thoughts and 

feelings were revelation from God (Jer. 14:14). The manifestation of discerning of spirits is one that enables 

Christians to set captives free. We must use it like Christ did in his life, with love, humility, accuracy, and 

boldness. 

 

Notes: 

1. William Arndt and F. Wilbur Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian 

Literature [sometimes called Bauer Lexicon]. (The University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1979) p. 185.  

2. Henry Liddell and Robert Scott, A Greek-English Lexicon (Oxford University Press, NY, 1992), p. 399. 

 

 

 

 

 

To send this article to a friend, visit TruthOrTradition.com/spirits 
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What is the Manifestation of Gifts of Healing? 

 

 

The manifestation of gifts of healings is your exercising your God-given spiritual ability to heal by the power 

of God, according to what God or the Lord Jesus has revealed to you by a message of knowledge or a message 

of wisdom. 

 

Gifts of healings is a manifestation of holy spirit (1 Cor. 12:9), and it occurs when a Christian, acting on 

revelation, and by faith, brings the power of God to bear on another person’s physical, mental, or emotional 

need and heals him. God does multiple healings, and each of them is a gift, done out of His grace or mercy, but 

not every healing is the manifestation of gifts of healings. Many people are healed on their own with just a 

band-aid or some medication, or they may be healed by the grace of God without another person involved, but 

that is not “the manifestation” of gifts of healings because the gift of holy spirit inside another Christian was not 

employed. 

 

To do a healing or miracle, several manifestations come into action. First, the person needs a message of 

knowledge and/or a message of wisdom to know what the situation is and what to do about it. Second, he needs 

the manifestation of faith to bring to pass the healing. Third, he must represent Christ on earth and, via the 

power of God, bring the healing to pass as God supplies the energy for it. In Acts 1:8, Jesus said that the holy 

spirit in a person would give him power. We must be bold and aggressive in using the power that we have to 

help people, and it is not proud or arrogant to do so, especially when the Lord directs us to. 

 

Praying vs. commanding 

It is important that Christians see the difference between praying for someone and commanding a healing by 

revelation. Prayer is very important, and many verses tell us to pray. However, when it comes to helping God’s 

people via the manifestation of healing, it is vital to understand that does not mean praying for someone to be 

healed. Notice how Jesus healed: 

 

Matthew 8:2 and 3 

(2) A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me 

clean.” 

(3) Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately he 

was cured of his leprosy. 

 

Jesus did not pray for God to heal the leper. He knew he had the power of God and he used it. Listen to what 

he said: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me…to proclaim freedom for the 

prisoners…recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed” (Luke 4:18). The spirit of God upon Jesus 

was what gave him power. He also had great faith, and a humble and righteous walk before God. Every 

Christian has the spirit of the Lord, and according to what Jesus said in Acts 1:8, each has power. 

 

Peter learned from Jesus. When he was going into the Temple, saw the lame man, and received revelation 

that the man had faith to be healed, he said, “…what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
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walk” (Acts 3:6). Peter knew he had power, and he freely gave it, just as he had seen Jesus do on so many 

occasions. Notice that Peter did not pray. Once he knew the will of God by revelation, he commanded the 

healing. He did the same thing to Tabitha, who had died. He prayed for guidance, then turned to the dead body 

and commanded, “Tabitha, get up” (Acts 9:40). 

 

Paul is another great example to us, because even though he had not been with Jesus, he understood the 

power that he had via the holy spirit within him. When face to face with Elymas the sorcerer, he commanded. 

“‘…You are going to be blind, and for a time you will be unable to see the light of the sun.’ Immediately mist 

and darkness came over him [Elymas]…” (Acts 13:11). In Lystra, Paul healed a lame man, saying, “…Stand up 

on your feet…” (Acts 14:10), and immediately the man stood up and began walking. 

 

All Christians are able to heal 

The Word of God was given to us to show us how to live, and when it comes to helping others and using the 

power of God, the lessons are clear. We need to increase our faith and step forth boldly to do what the Lord 

directs us to do. We realize that although the presence of holy spirit gives each Christian the spiritual power to 

do healings and miracles, there are those who will excel in operating these manifestation. There is a difference 

between inherent spiritual ability and how that ability will actually be evidenced in the life of an individual 

Christian. Nevertheless, we assert that many more Christians would be doing healings and miracles if they knew 

they had the ability and were confident to act on it. 

 

 

 

 

 

For further study on the subject of healing (both physical & emotional), visit 

TruthOrTradition.com/healing 
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Death Unto Life 

Saved from Sin and Death 
 

Now that’s a novel idea, given that most people (as in all) are going the other way. Fittingly, it was Jesus 

Christ, the first man who would go from death unto life, who coined the phrase, as follows: 

 

John 5:24 (KJV) 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting 

life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 

 

What are the prerequisites for those desiring to reverse the age-old trend of life unto death? First, one must 

hear the Word of God that is addressed specifically to him. Second, one must believe what he hears and act 

upon it. Here is the Word written to people today who want to go from death unto life (would that be you?): 

 

Romans 10:9  

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 

dead, you will be saved. 

 

What is it that one is saved from? Sin and death. As the following verse tells us, those disgusting realities 

were foisted upon us by our forefather, Adam.   

 

Romans 5:12 (NKJV) 

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all 

men, because all sinned -- 

 

Jesus Christ is the only solution to the problem of sin and death. He conquered sin by choosing to live a 

sinless life, all the way to the Cross. Thus God could, and did, raise him from the dead, and thus he defeated 

death. 

 

How perfect that God chose Spring as the season during which He raised Jesus from the dead and, seven 

weeks later at Pentecost, poured out His holy spirit (via the Lord Jesus) on mankind in new way. After their 

Winter “death,” trees, plants, and flowers spring forth in newness of life.  

 

Likewise, a once-battered Jesus burst forth from the cold, dark tomb and became a life-giving light to all 

who choose to follow him. If you so choose, he will instantly fill you with his divine nature and thereby equip 

you to walk and talk with him for the rest of your earthly life. And he will one day transform your mortal body 

into a perfect you so that you can enjoy everlasting life with him.  
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What is the Manifestation of Working of Miracles? 

 

The manifestation of working of miracles is your exercising your God-given spiritual ability to do miracles 

by the power of God, according to what God or the Lord Jesus has revealed to you by a message of knowledge 

or a message of wisdom. 

 

The manifestation of working of miracles (1 Cor. 12:10-KJV) is very similar to the manifestation of gifts of 

healings, except that the power of God results in a miracle. Like the other manifestations listed in 1 Corinthians 

12:8-10, it is a “manifestation” (something made visible or obvious) of holy spirit, so it is done only by those 

who have the gift of holy spirit. That, however, does not mean Christians are the only ones who can do 

miracles. God and the Lord Jesus can do them without people’s help, and so can witches and others who utilize 

demonic power, just as the magicians who opposed Moses (Exod. 7:11). 

 

More miracles 

The word “working” is in the plural in the Greek text, and would more properly be translated “energizings.” 

When it comes to miracles, the plural should encourage us as to God’s intention. He does not desire to do one 

miracle a century. Miracles may not be an everyday occurrence in the life of any given person, but they should 

be happening frequently in the Church, including miracles of healing, i.e., instantaneous healing. God wants 

believers to rise up in their faith so as to bring forth many miracles. Miracles deliver people; they demonstrate 

the power, presence, and love of God; and they build people’s faith for more miracles. 

 

Although a couple of different Greek words get translated as “miracle,” the word that should be, and often 

is, translated “miracle” is the Greek noun dunamis, which is properly translated “power.” A “miracle” is a 

“power,” that is, the power of God being applied and openly displayed. To do a healing or miracle, several 

manifestations come into play. First, the person needs revelation to know what the situation is and what to do 

about it. Second, he needs the manifestation of faith to bring to pass the miracle. Third, he must represent Christ 

on earth and, via the power of God, bring to pass the miracle as God supplies the energy for it. 

 

Time to act! 

While it is important to pray for miracles, when God or the Lord gives you the revelation to do a miracle, 

that is not the time to pray; it is the time to act and command the miracle by the power of God. In that sense, 

miracles happen like healings happen, when believers stand in faith and command them to occur based on the 

revelation they receive. We have good examples of how to do miracles from studying great men like Moses, 

Joshua, Samuel, Elijah, Elisha, and of course Jesus. For example, when Moses did the miracles (plagues) in 

Egypt, he did not pray to God, “God please turn the water of the Nile River to blood.” No, God had already told 

him to do it, so he just did the miracle. When God gives us revelation to do something, that is not the time to 

pray about it, that is the time to do it. That is where too many Christians fail. They are comfortable with God 

doing miracles or healings, but they are not comfortable thinking they can do them with His power. We need to 

get comfortable utilizing the power of God. 
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Moses & the Red Sea 

It may help us to understand how miracles work if we think about how requests and commands are fulfilled 

in the flesh. If we ask someone to do something for us, but they do not, we are disappointed. We may even ask 

the person why he did not do it. That is exactly the situation with God. When He, or the Lord Jesus, give us 

revelation to do something, that is them asking us to do it, and we should get the job done. One time Moses 

forgot this lesson. The Israelites were trapped against the sea, with Pharaoh’s army bearing down on them. 

Moses tried to calm the people by saying they should stand still and see the salvation that God would work that 

day. Sounds okay, doesn’t it? Not to God. He said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me?” (Exod. 14:15). 

God reminded Moses to act (“…stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it…” (Exod. 14:16-NASB). Note 

that God told Moses to divide the sea. When Moses acted in faith upon what God had revealed to him, the sea 

divided; and it closed back when Moses closed it (Exod. 14:26 and 27). 

 

You have power from God 

Jesus Christ told us we would have power (Acts 1:8). Now it is up to us to believe that he was telling the 

truth, have faith in the One who gave us power, and learn to walk by the revelation God gives us so that we can 

bless His people. Let us listen carefully for revelation guidance, have faith that we can do anything God tells us 

to do, and act boldly, including using the name of Jesus Christ with authority. Let us bring to pass the miracles 

and healings that God so desires for His people. 

 

 

 

 

 

To send this article to a friend, visit TruthOrTradition.com/miracles 
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FAQ 

An Explanation of 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 
 

 

1 Corinthians 12:8-10 seems to say that each Christian is given only one of the manifestations, and this has 

confused and weakened the Church. It is important that we properly translate and understand these verses. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 (Author’s translation)  

(7) Now to each one is given the manifestation of the spirit for the common good. 

(8) For to one is given through the spirit a message of wisdom; and to another a message of knowledge 

because of the same spirit;  

(9) to a different one faith by the same spirit; and to another gifts of healings by the one spirit; 

(10) and to another working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to a 

different one various kinds of tongues; and to another the interpretation of tongues. 

(11) Now all these the one and the same Spirit energizes, distributing to each one individually just as he 

purposes. 

 

Each Christian can hear from God (a message of wisdom or knowledge), speak in tongues, interpret 

tongues, prophesy, have faith, and do miracles, healings and cast out demons. In spite of that, there has been 

great confusion in the Church about how many of the manifestations an individual is able to operate. At first 

glance, 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 does appear to say that any one person will be given only one of the 

manifestations. This contradicts the evidence we gain from other scriptures, so what do these verses mean? The 

explanation of why the Bible says “to one…to another” becomes clear as we study the context of 1 Corinthians 

12:8-10. 

 

The Church in Corinth was deeply divided. This is apparent from the very first chapter of Corinthians, when 

Jesus, via Paul, appeals to them so that there would be “no divisions” among the people (1 Cor. 1:10). There 

was jealousy and quarreling among the believers (1 Cor. 3:3). They were even suing one another in the Roman 

courts (1 Cor. 6:1-7). They would not share their food with each other, and when they came together to eat, one 

got drunk while another stayed hungry (1 Cor. 11:21). They were even trying to use the divisions between them 

to determine who had the approval of God (1 Cor. 11:18 and 19)… 

 

 

 

 

To read the rest of this article, visit TruthOrTradition.com/Explanation 
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Fuel for the Fire 

Valued by God 

by Krysti Waller 
 

Hello and God bless you! My name is Krysti Waller and I am 15 years old. It was on my heart to prepare an 

article on how God sees women in the Body of Christ. Almost every day I see young women trying to fit into 

the world’s standard of beauty and worth, and I can’t help but wonder if they know how much they are valued 

by God. To dive further into this topic, let’s first break down the lies that the Devil tells women: 

 

1.) I am ugly and unaccepted by God and/or others.  

Sadly, so many women today base their worth on how they look on the outside because they want to fit into 

the world’s category of beauty. The world’s standard of beauty is looking attractive on the outside and 

enhancing your features by things such as wearing clothes that attract attention to or away from a certain body 

part, or even cosmetic surgery. Lots of times women feel like they need such things to be accepted. However, 

that is certainly not the case! 

 

2.) I need many material things to show off so I fit in with everyone and look successful.  

Women sometimes feel like they need to have the most expensive car, nice clothes or lots of money to be 

successful and admired so they will fit in. I, being a young woman, know that we strive to be admired and 

desired by others, and sometimes we will do anything to get that kind of acknowledgment. Oftentimes we do 

not realize the truth God says about us in His Word. 

 

Now that we know a couple of the specific lies that Satan tells women, let’s see what is true about us. Here 

is a Scripture verse regarding the first lie that I mentioned, that may cause women to sometimes feel they are 

ugly and unaccepted. 

 

Proverbs 31:30 

Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 

 

Here, God is saying that outer charm is deceptive and outer beauty will come and go, but a woman that 

respects Him is to be praised.  Isn’t that the truth! I’ve met some absolutely gorgeous looking women, but 

unfortunately they weren’t so gorgeous on the inside so I didn’t really enjoy being around them. So far, what 

God has said in this verse is true. Now let’s look at the other part. I’ve met some women who weren’t the most 

beautiful women on the outside but they had such gorgeous and precious hearts that made them so beautiful to 

me, because they respected God! I remember them more than the women who were beautiful on the outside, 

because the heart is what matters, not the outward appearance. God’s Word is totally true! 

 

I also want to point out what God sees in women. This is His view on us: 
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1 Peter 3:3 and 4 

(3) Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold 

jewelry and fine clothes.  

(4) Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is 

of great worth in God’s sight. 

 

God is not impressed with outer looks, and back when this verse was written, braided hair and gold 

jewelry were the things people wore to show good social status. Today it’s kind of like driving a Lexus or a 

Mercedes; it shows good social status. Ladies, what God is impressed with is your inside, the UNFADING 

beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit! That is of great worth in Gods sight! This verse also goes along with both 

lies that I mentioned in the beginning of this article. 

 

God loves us THE WAY WE ARE! We don’t have to earn His approval through our outer looks and social 

status. We are already approved by God because we accepted His Son! Ladies, God is in love with your 

INSIDE, your heart! 

 

FURTHER STUDY 

• For further study on the subject of self-talk, visit TruthOrTradition.com/selftalk  

• For some very empowering articles on the Role of Women in the Church, visit TruthOrTradition.com/women 

• To learn about the amazing character of Mary, the mother of Jesus, visit TruthOrTradition.com/mary 
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Dear Sower 

 

Women in the Church  

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you! This teaching (on the Role of Women in the Church) has blessed my life 

so much. I have felt led to teach for 2 years and haven’t done it because I belong to a church that says women 

can’t teach in church. 

 

I feel like I have just been set free!!! May God bless you as He smiles down on you for helping us women 

that didn’t understand. 

 

Chelle 

 

Editor’s Note:  

For more information on the role of women in the church visit TruthOrTradition.com/women 

 

MySpace Ministry Feedback  

I just wanted to say thank you for all of your MySpace bulletins and information. I have read my Bible and 

many times have been a little confused about certain things and now if I have a question I have somewhere to 

go. I used to go to a Messianic church, and I loved it.  I learned about some of the Jewish traditions and how the 

Old Testament and the New Testament were very similar except with the New, we have redemption through 

Jesus (like when God told Abraham not to sacrifice his son; that He would provide the lamb and He was 

actually talking about Jesus).  

 

Anyway, I visit TruthOrTradition.com everyday and every day I learn something new. Thank you.  

 

In Christ, 

Imelda  

 

Editor’s Note:  

If you have a MySpace profile, please become a friend with us at MySpace.com/truthortradition 

 

Audio, Video & Articles  

I am so glad to have visited the TruthOrTradition.com web site! I love the audio, video, and article teachings. 

They are not typical but rather provide deeper insights to the background of scriptures that really opened my 

eyes to understanding the Word better because of providing history, word analysis / study, and information 

retrieved from solid resources. John Schoenheit is an in-depth teacher of the Word!  

 

Thank you and God bless! I’ve been truly blessed by this web site and will continue to refer to it for more 

teachings!  

  

Helen 

New Mexico 
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Editor’s Note:  

We now have over 1,000 Bible-based articles posted on our research website, TruthOrTradition.com 

 

March/April Issue 

I especially enjoyed receiving the most recent teachings in The Sower about guaranteed salvation and the 

permanence of salvation.  You brought to light that God uses birth to communicate what happens in salvation.  

As a mentor and educator of natural childbirth and natural pain coping techniques during labor and birth, using 

the body’s innate capability to give birth without medication, I value the teaching that God put a spiritual seed 

into us that grows and is then birthed, naturally and with God’s peace and grace. 

 

I appreciate all that you do and I love you all abundantly. 

 

Respectfully, 

Karen Matteson 

Tallahassee, FL 

 

Editor’s Note:  

Visit TruthOrTradition.com/permanent to view the articles that were in the Mar/Apr Sower 

 

Sharing Articles with Friends  

I just wanted to tell you how much I like your website (TruthOrTradition.com). 

 

It is awesome that people can find out more about the Truth through your site. I have been sharing your site 

with my friends. Keep doing God’s work.  

 

I pray for all who are involved in this ministry. 

 

God bless, 

Sean Lapp 

  

Editor’s Note:  

Each and every article on TruthOrTradition.com has a “Send to a Friend” link on the right side of the page. Please feel free to 

send our articles to all of your friends! 

 

 

 


